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25th Annual MNADE Conference 

Building Bridges for Student Success  
K12-College 

Conference Session Descriptions 
 
 
Keynote Session: Thursday, September 26th 2019 (8:30-10:00 a.m.) 

 

Identifying and Impacting the Paths of Smart Students 
Who Don’t Know They are Smart 

De'Vonna Pittman 
 

o Ballroom 
De'Vonna Pittman has spent two decades 
in Public Service and Public 
Administration. She is an author, 
entrepreneur, and activator. As a gifted 
community connector, she has hosted 
countless forums focused on changing 
narratives of oppressed communities.   
 
Pittman is the co-founder and board chair 
for the Minnesota Black Authors Expo. 
Their mission is to improve educational 
outcomes, stimulate income, and restore 
the love of reading in communities of color.  
 

She is also co-chair of the UCLAs Smart Justice Board; whose mission is to reduce mass 
incarceration with a focus on people of color; cutting jail and prison populations across the 
state of Minnesota. This board serves as an intermediary between communities throughout the 
state of Minnesota and the ACLU.   
  
She is a 2015 Josie R. Johnson Leadership Fellow; and holds a Master’s Degree in Law 
Enforcement Leadership and Public Policy.   
 
In 2012 Pittman self-published her memoir, My Pretty and Its Ugly Truth, and in 2015 she 
published Lyrical Freedoms from the Heart, a book of poetry.   
 
More than anything, De’Vonna Pittman is committed to facilitating dialogue that empowers 
women, their families, and the communities they live in.   
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Thursday, September 26, 2019 / Block A Sessions  (10:10-11:10 a.m.) 
 
 Deep Dive into the Aesthetics of Students and Learning 

o Ballroom 1         All 
Join DeꞌVonna Pittman for a follow up session after the keynote. 

  
 “After 12 years” 

o Ballroom 2       READ/ENGL/ESL/Study Strategies 
For many, the senior year isn’t the perfect time to receive developmental reading, but for some it 
is! I created a grade 12 course that is focused around the Accuplacer benchmarks. This course 
supports incremental learning while consistently having the students work on reading and writing 
in and out of the classroom. Beginning with an individual student needs survey; scaffolding 
reading and writing through formatting the text and implementing specific strategies creates a 
successful curriculum. After a semester for some, a school year for others, the students’ 
Accuplacer scores grew by an average of 20 points.  
 
Denise Roth, PhD- I am a resident of Saint Paul, and have taught in the SPPS District for 11 
years. I teach courses for the U of M, College of Saint Scholastica, Century College, and Saint 
Paul College; and have previously taught in first ring suburbs, as well as worked for Research & 
Assessment for the Minnesota Department of Education. I attained my Med: Special Ed., PhD: 
Curriculum & Instruction, Literacy, and K-12 Principal from the University of Minnesota 
  
 Cognitive, Affective, and Metacognitive Engagement Through Structured 

Study Guides:  What I Learned at a Middle School and Use at College 
o Ballroom 3        Read/K12 

Study guides have been shown to improve student outcomes, but they shouldn’t be too easy, too 
hard, or boring.  Robert Marzano’s three levels of questioning can be used as a means of 
organizing study guides.  When students are equipped with metacognitive tools for approaching 
each level, they tend to answer all questions more successfully and interact in more meaningful 
ways with the text.  This type of study guide results in mental and emotional engagement and 
provides a springboard for in-class discussion.  The presenter’s approach is informed by leading 
two years of school-wide professional development at a middle school around critical 
questioning. 
 
Sarah Clowes has taught developmental reading courses in the Twin Cities since 2002, most 
recently at Normandale Community College.  From 2016-2018 she worked as a reading 
specialist at a Minneapolis middle school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Block A Sessions Continued (10:10-11:10 a.m.) 
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 Responding to the changing role of Mathematics in the workforce while 

articulating a Mathematical Pathway that will serve all students.  
o Water’s Edge             Math/Counseling/Advising 

Despite the fact there is nationwide advancement toward Quantitative Reasoning, institutions in 
Minnesota continue to send many students through algebra-based course sequences in majors 
where it may not be in a student’s best interest. Mathematics completion has been a barrier to 
degree attainment among students across the system. The 3 of us applied for and received Multi-
Campus Collaboration Funding to work toward development and promotion of an Alternative 
Mathematics Pathway which will give students appropriate mathematical literacy and college-
level curriculum in the areas of mathematics and critical thinking that will enable them to be 
better students, employees, and citizens of the 21st century. 
 
Jennifer Joa has been a Math Faculty at Hennepin Technical College for 20+ years. Member of 
MinnMATYC, MNADE, and AMATYC. Former MinnMATYC Board member, a member of the 
MinnState DESR Math Workgroup, and a statewide leader working on the CBMS High School to 
College Mathematics Pathways: Preparing Students for the Future. 
 
Sarah Bustrom, Math Faculty at Lake Superior College for 9 years. Previous experience 
includes 7 – 12 math instructor in Bloomington, Grand Rapids, and Hill City as well as 
Education and Math instruction at Itasca Community College and Northwest Technical College. 
Member of MinnMATYC, MCTM and NCTM. Member of MinnState DESR Workgroup, and a 
statewide leader working on the CBMS High School to College Mathematics Pathways: 
Preparing Students for the Future.  
 
Katie Smieja is a math instructor at St. Cloud Technical and Community College, working in the 
system since 2010. Previous experience includes teaching 9 – 12 mathematics at several high 
schools across the state. Member of MinnMATYC, MNADE, the Assessment for Course 
Placement Committee, and Developmental Education Steering Committee. Co-Chair of the 
MinnState DESR Math Workgroup and statewide leader working on the CBMS High School to 
College Mathematics Pathways: Preparing Students for the Future.   
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Thursday, September 26, 2019 / Block B Sessions (11:20-12:20 p.m.) 

 
 Breaking the Reading Comprehension-Compliance Cycle  

o Ballroom 1             Read 
This presentation addresses well-known and difficult problems involving reading comprehension 
and compliance, using a lower-level GE course as a case study.  I draw upon research in three 
promising areas for reading instruction: metacognition, modeling via “think-alouds”, and 
background knowledge.  I explain how I combine all three in the use of guided reading videos 
(GRVs).  After reviewing the relevant literature and explaining my process in producing them, I 
report the results of an anonymous student survey on GRVs and discuss their use from an 
instructor’s perspective.  Finally, I examine potential advantages, additional applications, and 
worries concerning their use. 
 
Julie Wulfemeyer is an Associate Professor of Philosophy and Coordinator for the Human-
Animal Studies Minor at Minnesota State University, Mankato.  She holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy 
from UCLA, and her philosophical research focuses on linguistic reference and the cognitive 
connections that ground it. 
 
 DESR Mini-Grant Results  

o Ballroom 2         Math 
The developmental math team at SCSU created options to improve student success in 
developmental education by forming a comprehensive student support system for students and 
expanding the accuracy of course placement by implementing a multiple measures placement 
program. We established an academic student support system for targeted students enrolled in 
developmental math courses by having students opt into bi-weekly study sessions led by 
instructors focused on strategies to master course content, review material and prepare for 
quizzes and tests. In addition, we organized review sessions, placement testing options, and 
schedule change options for students during new student orientation. 
 
Stacy Martig is an Associate Professor in the Math Skills Center and Chair of the Academic 
Support Department at St. Cloud State University. 

 
 How we see them shapes how we teach them, and we do not see them well 

o Ballroom 3        1st Yr Exp. 
Female students outperform male students at every level of education and that is not just an 
indicator that boys and men are struggling academically. This disparity shows that the classroom, 
from pre-school to grad school, is not designed with male students in mind. Struggling male 
students often respond in two ways, dropping out or being disruptive. This session will look at 
what is going on with boys and men in the classroom and focus on what educators can do to 
create an effective environment for all our students. Attendees will leave with specific strategies 
they can start trying on Monday. 
 
Steve Anderson has taught in developmental education for 20 years as well as worked with boys 
for over ten years in a non-profit mentoring program. He has led boys adventure weekends 
across the Midwest and Bermuda. 
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Thursday, September 26, 2019 / MNADE Annual Business Meeting  
(1:30-2:00 p.m.) 

 
o Ballroom 2 

 Tiffany Korver, President 
 Sara McDonald, President-Elect 
 Stephanie Houdek and Erin Manthey, Co-Treasurers 
 Caitlin Hickcox, Secretary 
 Michelle Timp-Pilon, MNADE Political Liaison 
 Victoria Williams, CRLA Liaison 
 Jami Jones and Jennifer Willcutt, Immediate Past Co-Presidents 

 
 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 / Block C Sessions (2:10-3:10 p.m.) 
 

 O is for Office Hours and OER  
o Ballroom 1         All 

Part One: 25 minutes  
Do you struggle with loneliness during your office hours? Have you found yourself saying, 
“Come and see me in my office,” but students don’t take you up on your offer? We will explore 
the research on office hours and student reluctance to use them, and I will share strategies for 
improving office hour attendance.   
 
Part Two: 25 minutes  
Last year, I developed and taught an advanced reading class without a textbook. Part of this 
effort was supported from a MNADE grant. I will use the second half of this session to share my 
research and experience with OER and provide some of my best OER reading lessons and 
strategies that you can use or adapt for your students and subject area.    
 
Dr. Cari Kenner teachers reading and study strategies at St. Cloud State University and is the 
director of the Academic Learning Center. Dr. Kenner has a background in curriculum and 
instruction and a research interest in developmental education, issues of student persistence, and 
the impact of technology to learning. 
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Block C Sessions Continued (2:10-3:10 p.m.) 

 Leveraging Reading to Support Struggling Students  
o Water’s Edge           Read/1st Yr Exp. 

As experts in our disciplines, we bring not only extensive subject-matter knowledge to our 
students, but also a deep and vast pool of knowledge about how to build knowledge within the 
discipline.  This presentation will give participants a chance to experience what it is like to be a 
novice in reading within a specialized subject.  Then, we will explore together how to use our 
expertise to guide struggling students to become more effective and efficient readers within our 
disciplines.  Please bring a short reading from your area of specialty for demonstration and 
practice. 
 
Jennifer Robey has been teaching learning strategies and developmental reading since 1999.  
She recently completed training to become a Reading Apprenticeship facilitator, focusing her 
2018-2019 sabbatical project on deepening her understanding of the Reading Apprenticeship 
framework.    
 
 Why Gamify Developmental Writing? 

o Ballroom 2         Engl 
During this interactive session, Samantha Ten Eyck will share initial findings about her 
“Gamification of Fundaments of Writing I” project funded by a Minnesota State Innovation 
Grant. Attendees will learn how aspects of video game theory align well with many 
developmental education best practices and see samples from the presenter’s gamified course 
that show the many ways (large or small-scale) an instructor could bring in elements of 
gamification to their courses. 
 
Samantha Ten Eyck teaches English at Saint Paul College, where her students inspire her to 
continue to learn and shift as an instructor. She writes poetry, but is lately spending a lot of time 
researching and implementing elements of video game theory into her courses as part of her 
professional development plan and Minnesota State Innovation Grant. 
 
 One-Year Mathematics Pathways and the Developmental Mathematics 

Strategies to Support Them  
o Ballroom 3                Math 

An administrator and a math faculty speak on Minneapolis College’s exploration on creating 
one-year math pathways towards liberal arts math, statistics and college algebra. They also 
discuss issues such as (1) prerequisites and placement, (2) improving student readiness, and (3) 
administrative and instructional challenges. 
 
Ben Weng is Dean of Science and Mathematics at the Minneapolis College.  Prior to his current 
position, he taught mathematics at Metropolitan State University, where he also served as the 
chair of mathematics (2015—2018) and the coordinator of developmental math (2008—2013). 
 
Donna Spikes has been teaching mathematics at Minneapolis College since 2002.  She started in 
MnSCU in 2001 at Inver Hills CC as an adjunct and she also taught at Normandale Community 
College as an adjunct.  Prior to coming to Minnesota, Donna taught for 2 years at UW-Rock 
County in Janesville, WI. 
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Thursday, September 26, 2019 / Block D Sessions (3:20-4:20 p.m.) 
 

 Alignment of HS Alg 2 to College Alg II  
o Ballroom 1        Math/K12 

 
In the Duluth schools, students are required to take Algebra 2. We asked the questions: How 
different is their Alg 2 from our Alg II?  If the curriculums are similar, why don’t we accept their 
class as a pre-requisite?  In this session, I will give you the answers to these questions and the 
process.  It could be a game changer!  
 
Sarah Bustrom I have 28 years of teaching experience (WHAT??!!)  My 7-12 experience 
includes a large suburban school, a tiny rural school, ALC, and substitute.  I have taught Math 
and Education courses at three MinnState schools as adjunct and now full-time.  I have been at 
LSC for almost 9 years teaching mainly developmental education courses.  
 
 ESL Meeting 

o Ballroom 2         ESL 
Join your colleagues for a discussion on current happenings in ESL across the state. 
 
 Assessment for Course Placement Discussion  

o Ballroom 3                 Engl/Read 
St. Cloud Technical and Community College implemented the NextGen Accuplacer in January 
of 2019. Join us to discuss the impact it has had on our campus and what that may mean for other 
campuses.  
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